
GETTING STARTED GUIDE

Virtualization Manager
Version 2023.2

Last Updated: Monday, April 17, 2023

 



© 2023 SolarWinds Worldwide, LLC. All rights reserved.

This document may not be reproduced by any means nor modified, decompiled, disassembled, 
published or distributed, in whole or in part, or translated to any electronic medium or other means 
without the prior written consent of SolarWinds. All right, title, and interest in and to the software, 
services, and documentation are and shall remain the exclusive property of SolarWinds, its affiliates, 
and/or its respective licensors.

SOLARWINDS DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES, CONDITIONS, OR OTHER TERMS, EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, STATUTORY OR OTHERWISE, ON THE DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING WITHOUT 
LIMITATION NONINFRINGEMENT, ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, OR USEFULNESS OF ANY 
INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN. IN NO EVENT SHALL SOLARWINDS, ITS SUPPLIERS, NOR ITS 
LICENSORS BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, WHETHER ARISING IN TORT, CONTRACT OR ANY 
OTHER LEGAL THEORY, EVEN IF SOLARWINDS HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH 
DAMAGES.

The SolarWinds, SolarWinds & Design, Orion, and THWACK trademarks are the exclusive property of 
SolarWinds Worldwide, LLC or its affiliates, are registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
and may be registered or pending registration in other countries. All other SolarWinds trademarks, 
service marks, and logos may be common law marks or are registered or pending registration. All 
other trademarks mentioned herein are used for identification purposes only and are trademarks of 
(and may be registered trademarks) of their respective companies.

page 2Getting Started Guide: Virtualization Manager



Table of Contents
Get Started with Virtualization Manager 4

Log in to the SolarWinds Web Console to use and manage VMAN 5

Add a vCenter, Hyper-V host, standalone ESX host, or Nutanix cluster for monitoring in VMAN 6

Explore your VMAN environment 8

About the Virtualization Summary dashboard 8

Beyond Getting Started with VMAN 11

Getting Started Guide: Virtualization Manager page 3



Get Started with Virtualization Manager
This guide picks up right after the VMAN installation process and walks you through the first steps 
you need to take to monitor your virtual environments.

If you haven't installed VMAN yet, start with the Virtualization Manager Installation Guide.

 

Who this guide is for

New VMAN users Existing VMAN users

This guide is meant for you and is the best place 
to start with VMAN.

You'll find more advanced information in the 
VMAN Administrator's Guide. 

Or if you're looking for tips on how to upgrade to 
a newer version of VMAN, see the VMAN 
Upgrade Guide.

 

What's in this guide

Log into the SolarWinds Web Console to use and manage VMAN - An introduction to logging into 
the SolarWinds Web Console, which you'll use to do everything in VMAN.

Setting up monitoring for your first virtual system - The first step for VMAN, adding a virtual server to 
monitor.

Exploring your VMAN environment - A quick guide to navigating the SolarWinds Web Console and 
finding some of VMAN's essential monitoring tools.

 

Get Started with Virtualization Manager
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Log in to the SolarWinds Web Console to use and 
manage VMAN
As of version 8.0, VMAN is a full-fledged SolarWinds Platform product. As with all SolarWinds 
Platform products,  you'll use VMAN by logging into the SolarWinds Web Console, and you'll use the 
Web Console to do everything from adding virtual devices for monitoring to setting up alerts or 
running Capacity Planning scenarios.

In a web browser, navigate to http://hostnameOrIPAddress:port where:

 l hostnameOrIPAddress is the hostname or IP address of the SolarWinds Platform server where 
VMAN is installed.

 l port is the SolarWinds Web Console port defined for the website. This is configurable during 
installation. The default port is 8787.

You'll see the SolarWinds Platform server log in page:

The first time you log in, you'll be asked to create a user name and password. Later, you'll also want to 
create  users with their own credentials and groups, each with their own specialized views and 
permissions.
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Add a vCenter, Hyper-V host, standalone ESX host, 
or Nutanix cluster for monitoring in VMAN
To add a new vCenter, Hyper-V host, standalone ESX host, or Nutanix cluster for monitoring, in the 
Orion Web Console, navigate to Settings > All Settings > Add VMware, Hyper-V or Nutanix entities.

You can also reach the same wizard in other ways:

 l Choose the option for VMware vCenter or Hyper-V devices in the Add Node wizard.
 l On the Virtualization page of the Network Sonar Wizard, click Add VMware, Hyper-V or Nutanix 

Entities.
 l On the Getting Started with Virtualization Manager resource, click Add VMware, Hyper-V or 

Nutanix entities.
 l In Discovery Central, under Virtualization Discovery, click VMware, Hyper-V or Nutanix entities.

Follow the steps in the wizard to add a new device:

 1. Select the type of virtual object you'd like to add: vCenter, Hyper-V Host, Standalone ESX host, or 
Nutanix Cluster. Click Next.             

ICMP must be enabled on any target VMware vCenter, ESX host, Nutanix Cluster, or 
AHV host that you wish to monitor.

Add a vCenter, Hyper-V host, standalone ESX host, or Nutanix cluster for monitoring in VMAN
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 2. Enter the IP or hostname for the virtual object you're adding (this can be auto-populated in some 
cases if you've entered the IP or hostname in a previous step).

 3. Enter the credentials used for the virtual object. You can select a credential that you've already 
saved, or select <New Credential> to save a new one in the Orion Web Console. Click Next.             

VMAN will be able to monitor objects and metrics that match the permission level of your 
credential. Make sure to enter credentials that have the correct permissions for the object 
you wish to monitor.

 4. The Metrics screen shows you what VMAN will monitor.

 5. Click Finish to finalize, or click Finish and Add Another to add another virtual device after adding 
the current one.

As soon as you've finished adding the vCenter, Hyper-V host, standalone ESX host, or Nutanix cluster, 
VMAN begins monitoring it.

 l Adding a vCenter for monitoring will also automatically add all of the vCenter's child ESX 
hosts for monitoring in VMAN as nodes.

 l Adding a Nutanix cluster with AHV hosts for monitoring will also automatically add all of 
the AHV hosts for monitoring in VMAN as nodes.
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Explore your VMAN environment
After you've added a virtual device to monitor, you'll find all VM data in a set of dashboards in the 
Orion Web Console. Navigate to MY DASHBOARDS > VIRTUALIZATION to find all of the VMAN-related 
dashboards: Virtualization Summary, VMware, Hyper-V, Nutanix, Recommendations, Capacity 
Planning, VMware Events, Storage, Sprawl, and Reporting.

You can get to any SolarWinds Platform product's dashboard by navigating to 
MY DASHBOARDS at the top of any view in the Orion Web Console.

About the Virtualization Summary dashboard
The Virtualization Summary dashboard provides a high-level view of your VMAN environment. From 
this dashboard, you can review monitored VMs, manage resources, and respond to recommendations 
and alerts. You can also customize the dashboard to suit your needs.

Getting Started 
resource

Provides immediate options to integrate and configure 
recommendations. You can remove this resource anytime after 
getting started to reuse the space.

Explore your VMAN environment
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Virtualization Assets 
and Asset Summary

Expand to select VMs within your environment. The virtual 
environment includes virtual centers (VMware), clusters, hosts, 
datastores, networks, and VMs. The Asset Summary provides an 
overall breakdown information of VMs per VMware, Hyper-V, and 
Nutanix.

Recommendations 
resource

Lists all active and predictive recommendations listed per VM host or 
cluster. Select the recommendations link to troubleshoot all 
recommendations.

All Active 
Virtualization Alerts 
resource

Lists all active alerts triggered per VM with a detailed message and 
triggering resource. Select alerts to review details and troubleshoot 
the issue.

 

Expand Virtualization Assets to  drill-down into your VM environment

Select a VM to open a details page and view the VM status, resources, alerts, recommendations, and 
related management tools. For example, the VMware virtual center details page includes an 
expandable virtualization assets view, an AppStack view, alerts, and supported management tools.

The following graphic displays a VM within a host. The VM details page provides resource use data. 
Use the Resource Utilization resource to view data gathered for your VMs. Move your cursor across 
the line graphs to display a tooltip with percentage information for CPU, memory, network usage, 
IOPs, and latency.
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About the Virtualization Summary dashboard
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Beyond Getting Started with VMAN
Now that you've gotten started, check out the VMAN Administrator Guide to learn the ins and outs of 
everything that VMAN can do to make monitoring your virtual environment easy: Creating Alerts, 
setting Thresholds, using Recommendations, running scenarios with Capacity Planning, 
troubleshooting issues with PerfStack, and more.

 

Have a question?

Join the THWACK SolarWinds IT community, and find more information in the SolarWinds 
Success Center.
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